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CITY CONNECTIONS 2025: 
BEFORE THE FIRST POUR 

11 NOVEMBER, 2PM (PREVIEW) 
MOWAA CAMPUS 
13 NOVEMBER, 4PM
(PERFORMANCE)
500 LECTURE THEATRE, 
UNIVERSITY OF BENIN

WE WERE NEVER EMPTY — PAUL “WORD” UMA  
A communal ritual performance in three acts—Remembrance, Lament, and Reclaiming—this production combines poetry, 
movement, cultural soundscapes, symbolic staging, and digital elements to guide audiences on a transformative journey. 
Developed with support from local cultural collaborators, it is a call to consciousness and a celebration of heritage, 
affirming that Benin’s youth are not empty vessels but carriers of memory, creativity, and purpose.

12 NOVEMBER, 3PM  
EGEDEGE N’OKARO HOUSE

THIS CITY IS AN ALTAR — AJ HOUSE OF POETRY 
This is our offering to the city: a moment to pause, breathe, and reflect before the first pour. Merging poetry, ritual, and 
installation, the performance honours what comes before the libation—the untold stories, unspoken griefs, and quiet 
victories. In collaboration with the Department of Theatre Arts, University of Benin, the immersive presentation invites 
audiences into a shared act of remembrance and renewal within a symbolically charged site.

12–16 NOVEMBER, ALL DAY 
ROOTS GAZEBO
MOWAA CAMPUS

“ONCE UPON A TIME” — PETER FLEMING STUDIOS 
Throughout history, collective play and competitive games have been a core component of authentic African living. It is a 
custom that the African worldview of communal living as opposed to individualism. Early societies used games and 
storytelling to express values and recount meaningful events. In collaboration with Yela Foundation, Once Upon a Time 
rekindles these traditions, reimagining original customs and narrative practices that preserve history and strengthen 
community bonds. 

13 NOVEMBER, 4–7PM 
500 LECTURE THEATRE, 
UNIVERSITY OF BENIN

THE SOUND OF AFRICA — THE BENIN PHILHARMONIC 
The Sound of Africa is a concert in two movements. The first dramatizes the story of Princess Adesuwa of the Benin 
Kingdom through music and narration, exploring love, betrayal, and legacy. The second celebrates Africa’s vast musical 
heritage, connecting histories through sound. Presented by The BENIN PHILHARMONIC with community partners, the concert 
unites storytelling and symphonic tradition in an immersive musical experience.

15 NOVEMBER, 11AM–4PM 
OGBA ZOO  

“THE DAWN” — ARTERIA  
A communal art experience, The Dawn draws from the heritage of The Benin Moat, a centuries-old symbol of unity and 
resilience. Through art-making and collective reflection, it reconnects participants with this cultural legacy while 
reimagining its relevance today. Created in collaboration with community partners, the event concludes with a visit to 
Ogba Zoo. Tickets: ₦1,000 per adult, ₦500 per child. Free for first 60 participants. Bus Shuttles available from MOWAA 
Campus. See help desk for more information. 

Shuttle buses with limited capacity are available to transport guests to special off-campus events. Guests may also choose to 
explore CITY CONNECTIONS and other city attractions via Bolt. For more guidance, ask at the MOWAA HELP DESK AT THE WELCOME 
PAVILION.  

Tips for getting around   

Discover 
10–16 NOVEMBER 
11AM–4PM

SELECT OPEN STUDIOS  
Understand the contemporary interpretation of the artistic legacy in Benin City. Enjoy curated tours of solo studios, 
collective spaces, and galleries. Participating locations are shown on the map. See below for studio profiles, addresses, 
and contact details.  

12 NOVEMBER (DAYTRIP)  
14–15 NOVEMBER  
(OVERNIGHT STAY)

PRIMORDIAL WHISPERS: FOREST TRAIL 
Journey into the lush rainforests of Okomu National Park with Africa Nature Investors (ANI) for a guided exploration of one of 
Nigeria’s last lowland rainforests. Home to forest elephants, white-throated monkeys, and grey parrots, Okomu offers a rare 
immersion in Nigeria’s rich ecological heritage. Just 40 minutes from the MOWAA Campus, the retreat includes an elephant 
trail walk, dialogue on conservation, community storytelling, early-morning birding, and lunch within the forest.  
Daytrip: ₦30,000 per person. Overnight Excursion: ₦60,000 per person. Limited capacity. Pre-registration and payment 
required, covers transportation, food, and lodging for overnight stay. Age restrictions may apply. 

Black 
8–12 NOVEMBER, 11AM-4PM 
BLACK MUSE SCULPTURE PARK

BLACK MUSE ART FESITVAL: LET THE FOREST DANCE 
Ázágba Pavilion by commissioned architect-in- residence, James Inedu George (A bamboo structure with incorporated 
stained-glass windows by Victor Ehikhamenor). The newly open park also features a sculpture exhibition: “Today, Tomorrow, 
The Moon Will Still Be” featuring Olanrenwaju Tejuosho, Ayobami Ogungbe, Osaru Obaseki, Uzor Ugoala, Seidougha Eyimiegha 
(Mr. Danfo), and Kelly Omodamwen. Free of charge. 

10 NOVEMBER, 2–5PM 
KELLY OMODAMWEN STUDIO

BRONZE-MAKING WORKSHOP
Join the studio’s lead artist for a hands-on introduction to the traditional art of lost-wax casting. Learn, observe, and try 
your hand at this timeless technique. 
Tickets: ₦100,000 (includes materials, full access and a bronze piece for each participant to leave with). Pre-registration 
required. Please call +234 708 311 5078 to reserve your spot.

11 NOVEMBER, 12:30PM
BLACK MUSE SCULPTURE PARK

THE ART OF OKUKU
Explore the artistry and symbolism of Edo women’s traditional beaded crowns, through craftsmanship and contemporary 
expression during the Black Muse Festival. No tickets required.  

Meet the
AJ HOUSE OF POETRY 
Founded by AJ Dagga Tolar in Ajegunle, 
Lagos, AJ House of Poetry is a literary 
organisation that harnesses art as an 
instrument for social transformation. It 
nurtures and amplifies emerging voices, 
many of whom have graced national and 
international stages. Evolving beyond 
poetry to embrace writers, painters, and 
performers, AJ House fosters a communi-
ty of creatives united by the belief in the 
power of words and imagination to shape 
society. 

ARTERIA 
Arteria is a dynamic platform dedicated to 
spotlighting emerging Nigerian artists. 
Through curated exhibitions, workshops, 
and mentorships, it connects local talent 
with global audiences. Arteria’s digital 
gallery and artist programmes blend 
online and in-person engagement, build-
ing meaningful connections among art-
ists, collectors, and communities. 

BENIN CHORAL AND PHILHARMONIC NIGERIA 
Based in Benin City, the Benin Choral and 
Philharmonic Nigeria is a distinguished 
musical ensemble committed to the 
promotion and advancement of choral 
and orchestral traditions. Dedicated to 
excellence, it offers a platform for talent-
ed young musicians to explore and rein-
terpret Nigeria’s rich musical heritage. 
Beyond performance, the ensemble 
employs music as a vehicle for educa-
tion, employment, and community 
engagement. 

PAUL “WORD” UMA 
Paul “Word” Uma is a performance poet, 
educator, and actor whose work interro-
gates spirituality, identity, and culture. 
Winner of major national poetry slams—in-
cluding War of Words (2014) and ArtHub 
Spoken Call (2016)—he has performed and 
taught across national museums in Ife, 
Aba, Calabar, and Benin. Recipient of the 
Scepter Award for Best Spoken Word Poet 
in Africa (2017), Paul continues to bridge 
art, history, and memory through 
performance. 

PETER FLEMING STUDIO 
Founded by multidisciplinary artist Peter 
Azar Ibe, Peter Fleming Studio has 
evolved from an intimate workspace into 
a vibrant creative ecosystem encompass-
ing a gallery, academy, and art store. 
Rooted in collaboration and curiosity, the 
studio offers residencies, pencil drawing 
competitions, and business development 
workshops that equip artists with creative 
and entrepreneurial skills.  

ANTMEN STUDIOS OF ART 
Plot 3, off Ekenwan Rd, Tradefair  
+234 814 502 7099 
Antmen Studios blurs the boundaries 
between creation, education, and social 
impact. A living laboratory where artists, 
thinkers, and communities converge, it 
fosters bold experimentation—from paint-
ing and sculpture to digital design and 
residencies—reshaping how art is made 
and lived in Nigeria today. 

BLACK MUSE 
Ehikhamenor Ave, off EBO Rd,  
Benin City. +234 708 311 5078 
Founded by Victor Ehikhamenor, Black 
Muse is a creative hub for cross-disci-
plinary collaboration among African 
artists, writers, and thinkers. Through 
residencies, workshops, and vibrant 
exchanges, it nurtures contemporary 
African creativity and dialogue. 

BLACK PASSIONATE ART 
95 Mission Rd, by Owoseni Junction, New 
Benin. +234 806 131 2605 
Bridging heritage and modern expression, 
Black Passionate Art engages in visual 
art, fashion, and cultural promotion. Its 
exhibitions, education programs, and 
commissions reinterpret African narra-
tives for new audiences. 

CAPTCHA STUDIO BY EDOZIE ANEDU 
A7 King Jaja Crescent, UNIBEN.  
+234 818 410 2922 
Self-taught artist Edozie Anedu explores 
abstraction through oils, acrylics, pas-
tels, and recycled materials. His expres-
sive works—melding luxury design with 
everyday gesture—reflect innocence, 
memory, and growth. The studio also 
hosts residencies and creative 
collaborations. 

IGUN STREET: HOME OF BENIN’S BRONZE 
CASTERS 
Igun Street, Benin City 
Home to the ancient guild of bronze 
casters serving the Benin royal court, 
Igun Street remains an active center of 
the lost-wax casting tradition. 
Recognized by UNESCO as Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, it preserves and ad-
vances one of Africa’s oldest artistic 
legacies. 

INSTITUTE FOR BENIN STUDIES 
Okukpon-Iguoriakhi Rd, Textile Mill Rd, 
Use Town 300103, Edo 
Founded in 1995, this non-profit research 
institute documents the history, lan-
guage, and culture of the Edo people. It 
houses a library, archives, and public 
programs that support scholarship and 
cultural revival. 

KELLY OMODAMWEN STUDIO 
25 Agho St, off Ekewhan Rd.  
+234 706 711 4419 
A descendant of Benin bronze casters, 
Kelly Omodamwen transforms metal waste 
into intricate welded sculptures. His 
spark-plug figures, celebrated interna-
tionally, combine traditional craftsman-
ship with innovation and anatomical 
precision. 

PETER FLEMING ART GALLERY 
5 Idahosa St, Avbiama.  
+234 815 942 6459 
Founded by multidisciplinary artist Peter 
Azar Ibe, the studio has evolved into a 
gallery, academy, and art store. It hosts 
residencies, drawing competitions, and 
business workshops that develop both 
artistic and entrepreneurial skills. 

NATIONAL MUSEUM 
Ring Road, Central Benin City 
Established in 1973, the National Museum 
houses iconic Benin Bronzes and photo-
graphic works by Chief S.O. Alonge, 
whose five decades of images capture 
royal ceremonies and social life along-
side the artistry of Edo metalwork. 

NOSONA STUDIOS 
1 Nomase Close, Evbuomwan St, off Etete, 
G.R.A. +234 703 364 6690 
 Founded by Enotie Ogbebor, Nosona 
Studios reimagines Edo heritage through 
painting, sculpture, textiles, upcycling, 
and digital art. It connects local tradi-
tions with global innovation through 
residencies, exhibitions, and cultural 
dialogue. 

THOUGHT PYRAMID 
33 Aiguobasimnwin Crescent, Oka,  
GRA. +234 803 465 3746 
Established by Jeff Ajueshi in 2007, 
Thought Pyramid is a pioneering gallery 
network with locations in Abuja, Lagos, 
Benin, and Oghara. It nurtures emerging 
talent, collects and conserves African 
art, and bridges local creativity with 
global appreciation. 

Benin: neighbourhood events & city attractions 

Muse Art Fesitval: Let The Forest Dance 

Core connectors Studios & spaces

Core connectors


